BS”D

Loving one another doesn’t mean you have to agree on everything. 
Parashas Chayei Sara

“And Yitzchok Loved Rivkah”
by Rabbi Chaim Zev Citron

The Torah describes the marriage of Yitzchok and Rivkah: “And Yitzchok brought her to the tent of his mother Sarah. He took Rivkah, she became his wife, and he loved her. Yitzchok was comforted after his mother.”
The Ramban questions why the Torah mentions that Yitzchok loved Rivkah. I assume his question is that it is normal for a husband to love his wife. Why must the obvious be mentioned?
The Ramban gives two explanations: Yitzchok was heartbroken over his mother’s death. He was inconsolable, but Rivkah’s love healed that wound, and so Yitzchok was comforted.

Secondly, says the Ramban, Rivkah was equal to his mother in righteousness. Because of her goodness, he loved her and was comforted for the loss of his mother.

The Midrash elaborates on the shared qualities of Sarah and Rivkah. (Rashi quotes some of the Midrash in his commentary):
As long as Sarah lived, a cloud was attached to her tent. When she died, the cloud went away. When Rivkah came, the cloud returned. 
As long as Sarah lived, the doors were open wide. When she died, they were no longer open wide. When Rivkah came, they were opened wide again. 

As long as Sarah lived, there was a blessing in the dough. When she died, the blessing ceased. When Rivkah came, the blessing returned. 

As long as Sarah lived, the lamp of Friday night would burn all week long. When she died, the lamp ceased. When Rivkah came, it returned.

The commentaries explain that these four miracles represent four qualities of Sarah and Rivkah:
The cloud represents the Shechinah, the Divine Presence. Rivkah possessed the quality of chochmah, wisdom, which is the vessel for the Shechinah. 
The “open doors” speak for themselves. Rivkah was big-hearted and generous, ready at all times to welcome guests and help anyone in need. 
The bread being blessed represents running the house responsibly, making sure that all material necessities were taken care of. 
The Shabbos candles represent “peace in the home” as the sages teach. The peace of Shabbos extended throughout the whole week.
I would suggest another reason, perhaps, why the Torah mentions that Yitzchok loved Rivkah:
We read in Parashas Toldos about a serious disagreement between Yitzchok and Rivkah. Yitzchok favored his son Eisav, while Rivkah favored Yaakov. Rivkah went so far as to arrange that Yaakov receive the blessing rather than Eisav, contrary to Yitzchok’s original desire.

Knowing this, we might imagine that the relationship between Yitzchok and Rivkah was a poor one, maybe even acrimonious. So the Torah emphasizes the love between Yitzchok and Rivkah. Loving one another doesn’t mean you have to agree on everything. It doesn’t mean one partner has to submit dearly-held beliefs because of the other. Love means truly caring for one another. Love leaves room for disagreement, and because of love that disagreement is respected.
This parashah seems to have a lot of repetition. The story of Avraham enjoining his servant Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchok and the story of how Eliezer went about doing that are repeated again when Eliezer recounts the whole story, detail by detail, to Rivkah’s parents and brother. The sages say, “Even the conversation of the servants of the Patriarchs is better than the Torah of the children (of Israel).” What does this mean?
The Midrash, early in the parashah, points out that the “sons of Cheis” (the people who lived in Chevron where Avraham sought to purchase a burial cave for Sarah) are mentioned no less than ten times in the parashah. Says the Midrash, “How much ink is spilled, how many reed-pens are broken to write ‘the sons of Cheis’ ten times! Ten stands for the Ten Commandments. Whoever helps to clarify and validate the purchase made by a Tzadik, it is as if he kept the Ten Commandments. The commentaries say that Ephron, the owner of the Cave of the Machpeila, wanted to renege on the deal. He acquiesced only under pressure from the local inhabitants, the Bnei Cheis, who insisted he go through with the deal.
This Torah portion marks a major turning point in the history of the Jewish people. Until now you had only two exceptionally great people – Avraham and Sarah – who proclaimed the message of monotheism. But now a nation had to be founded. Could the ideals of two individuals be passed on to their children and children’s children?

That is why every detail of the story of the marriage of Yitzchok and Rivkah is so important. It is the foundation of Judaism as a faith of a nation rather than just a faith of individuals. The foundation must be strong to succeed. Every detail of that foundation, that is, of the marriage of Yitzchok and Rivkah, is of critical importance. Even “the conversation of the servants” must be repeated. For only with the strongest foundation can the transition from individual faith to national faith succeed.

The beginning of the parashah – the burial of Sarah – is when the transition to the new generation begins. Here, too, the foundation is strong. The foundation is integrity as exhibited by the Bnei Cheis. Therefore, the Torah repeats their name ten times. Ten times represents a completion and a wholeness. Thus it represents the Ten Commandments. With integrity as the foundation, the Jewish people will grow into wholeness and completeness. 
The love of Yitzchok and Rivkah represents that wholeness and completeness. The “way of G-d,” the way Avraham and Sarah followed, was successfully carried forward into the second generation, and from there into all future generations.
